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Dear John 
 
Evidence from the Scottish Anti-Illicit Trade Group 
 
You may be aware that the Committee recently held a roundtable evidence session 
with representatives of the Scottish Anti-Illicit Trade Group. I include a link to the 
Official Report below for your information: 
Economy, Energy and Tourism Committee 05 November 2014 
 
While it is evident that some of the issues raised by the Group come under the 
justice mantle (and I have copied the Convener of the Justice Committee into this 
letter), we were keen to draw your attention to the economic dimension.  
 
Issues here included: 

 Mainstreaming the issue of illicit trade so that it is viewed in economic terms (as 
well as a justice matter) regarding its cost to communities, to legitimate 
businesses, and to society as a whole in respect of lost tax revenues; 

 The focus on prevention, intelligence and enforcement, via such things as the 
real deal initiative, an award that gives recognition to “fake-free” markets; 

 The build-up to the Commonwealth Games and efforts to challenge illicit trade in 
the east end of Glasgow, an approach (it was suggested) that has allowed 
legitimate business to begin to return to the area;  

 The seizure of £22,312,122.80 worth of illicit goods by Police Scotland since 1 
April, a significant sum but probably a modest portion of this corner of the black 
market; 

 The problem not only of counterfeit goods but of those products legitimately 
manufactured in Scotland and exported but then repackaged and relabelled 
before finding their way back into the country – and thereby avoiding duty; 

 Challenging the public perception, widely held – among even the very young, of 
the ethics of illicit trade and the sense of it being a “victimless crime”; 
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 The importance of UK-wide and international collaboration of various agencies in 
the tackling of illicit trade; 

 The work of the Anti-Counterfeiting Group and the Police Intellectual Property 
Crime Unit in the realm of e-commerce and goods being sold via the online 
auction sites; 

 The role of trading standards at the local level;  

 The suggestion that somebody in the Scottish Government could be tasked with 
drawing together the justice and business aspects in order to champion action 
against illicit trade at the highest level; and 

 The case for having a dedicated unit to tackle illicit trade in Scotland. 
 
I trust this will be of interest to your portfolio (as well as that of justice colleagues) 
and the Committee would welcome a response setting out the Scottish 
Government’s position on the matters raised.  
 
Kind regards 
 

 
 
Murdo Fraser MSP 
Convener  
 
cc Christine Grahame MSP, Convener of the Justice Committee 
 


